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SENATE BI LL 6749

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hargrove, Schm dt and Rasnussen

Read first tine 01/ 20/ 2006. Referred to Commttee on Human Services
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a foster parent critical support
and retention program creating new sections; and rmaking an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Foster parents have little neans to cope with children who are
sexual ly reactive, are physically assaultive, or have other high-risk

behavi ors. There is little support for them in the foster hone
setting. This | ack of support contributes to the fact that nost of
these very high-risk children wll have nultiple foster hone

pl acenent s;

(2) Two-thirds of the work of child protective services in
Washington state is linked with famlies that it sees repeatedly. The
fam |lies have cunul ative risks such as drug abuse, donestic viol ence,
and nental illness. Abuse of children in these famlies frequently
occurs;

(3) Many of our next generation's sexual predators and violent
of fenders are in foster care today. These children have had severe and
repeated early abuse, are under age twelve, and nove freely in schools
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and child care. In 1992, the division of children and famly services
reported that children who were sexually reactive nol ested an average
of five children while in foster care; and

(4) In our state, hundreds of these children are now in foster
care. This pressures an already stressed foster care system It also
sets the stage for these children to enter into a lifetinme of deviant
behavi or.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A foster parent critical support and
retention programis established to retain foster parents who care for
children who act out sexually, are physically assaultive, or have other
hi gh-ri sk behaviors. The foster parent critical support and retention
programis to be inplenented under the division of children and famly
services' contract and supervision. A contractor nust denonstrate
experience providing in-hone case managenent to foster hones that are
I icensed through the division of children and famly services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Under the foster parent critical support and
retention program foster parents who care for children who act out
sexual ly and/or physically or have other high-risk behaviors shall
receive

(1) Twenty-four/seven energency assi stance;

(2) Assessnent of risk and devel opnent of a safety and supervi sion
pl an;

(3) Hone-based foster parent training utilizing evidence-based
nodel s;

(4) Ongoi ng support groups; and

(5 Referral to community services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof two hundred seventy-five thousand
dollars, or as nuch thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007, from the general fund to the
division of children and famly services for direct services for the
pur poses of this act.

~-- END ---
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